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On April 1, an immigration service spokesperson in Tapachula, Chiapas state, told reporters that
about 18,000 undocumented persons were deported at border crossing in souther Mexico during the
first quarter of the year. Ninety percent of the deportees were citizens of Guatemala, El Salvador,
Honduras and Nicaragua. Next, on April 12 immigration authorities commenced a large-scale
operation aimed at detaining and deporting undocumented Central Americans in 17 Chiapas
municipalities. Immigration service officers were ordered to conduct searches for undocumented
persons at hotels, guest houses, and bus stations, and on the streets of major towns in the area.
(Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 04/01/92, 04/12/92; Excelsior, 04/12/92)
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